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Walking out to step up
education funding in Oklahoma

Rosemary Stephens

Editor-in-Chief

Over 30,000 educators
from over 200 school districts held true to their word
on Monday, April 2 when the
official ‘Teacher WalkOut’
began in Oklahoma.
Teachers walked off their
jobs to protest years of being
left out of Oklahoma’s legislative budget receiving no
funding for education overall
and low wages. As a matter of
fact, the lowest wages in the
country according to a report
from the Bureau of Labor
Statistics based on 2016 data.
Mississippi is the second lowest.
And Oklahoma teachers
aren’t the only ones fed up
with shorting student’s educational needs.
Similar teacher walkouts
occurred in Kentucky, West
Virginia teachers held strikes
lasting over two weeks before winning a pay increase in
their state and Arizona teachTeachers hold up a sign calling out Oklahoma oil tycoons Harold Hamm, Doug Lawler and Larry Nichols during the
ers are following suit.
Teacher Walkout on Monday, April 9. Hamm has repeatedly fought back against oil gross production taxes (GPT) being raised
According to Alicia Priest,
from 2 percent to 5 percent. Oklahoma is still the lowest GPT rate in the United States for oil producers, but is one of the
head of the Oklahoma Edlargest oil producing states in the country. (Photos / Rosemary Stephens)
ucation Association (OEA)
teachers would remain on
$10,000 in teacher raises. ($6,000 in first year, and $2,000 more in years
strike until they (the teachers) felt the legislature had adequately funded edu- two and three)
cation, specifically as it directly impacts students within the classroom.
What passed: $5-7,000 teacher raises based on years of service.
“We’re all out here united in that message that we’re not all out here just
OEA asked for:
for the teachers wanting something just for us. We’re all out here as teachers
$5,000 raise in support staff wages ($2,500 in first year and $2,500 in secwanting to see our kids get the education they all deserve,” Laura Nelson, ond year)
Edmond Public School teacher said.
What passed: $1,250 support staff wage increase in the first year with nothThe week before the April 2 teacher walkout date, Oklahoma Republican ing in year two.
Gov. Mary Fallin signed, what she called, ‘a historic bill,’ raising teacher pay,
OEA asked for:
support staff pay increases and education funding. However the bill Fallin
$200 million in education funding ($75 million in years one and two, $50
signed fell far short of what OEA and thousands of teachers across the state million in year three)
were asking for with Priest stating it was, “a good starting point,” but not
What passed: $50 million in education for first year and nothing thereafter.
enough.
OEA asked for:
Teacher walkout / pg. 4

Colony, OK wildfire sparked by arsonist(s)
(COLONY-OK) The combination of
drought conditions, low humidity, high winds
and human(s) ignited a wildfire on Cheyenne
Arapaho Tribal lands in Colony April 3.
Originating near the old Colony school,
the fire quickly spread to the south burning
575 total acres, 490 of those acres on Tribal
land.
Colony, in Washita County, was listed by
the U.S. Drought Monitor as extreme drought
conditions on April 3 and was under a Governor’s Burn Ban. Data from the Oklahoma
Climatological Survey shows West Central
Oklahoma in the third driest 180-day time
period since 1921. The driest 180-day period

on record was 1.67” of rain in 1955-56. The
current rainfall for the 180-day time period is
1.87” for West Central Oklahoma.
Two weeks prior to the wildfire, the BIA
Southern Plains Regional Fire & Fuels Management staff and the Cheyenne Arapaho
Tribes’ Economic Development Director Nathan Hart were planning prescribed burns for
the Colony lands to reduce the fuel loads.
“We have reduced the majority of dry material off of tribal lands at Concho and were
examining the best method of Hazardous Fuels Reduction for Colony” said Nathan Hart.
“We still have over 500 acres at Colony that
need attention
Wildfire / pg. 4

Max Bear, Cheyenne &
Arapaho Culture & Heritage director was one of the
many representatives present for the hanging of the
Tribal flags.

Flags displayed
at Driscoll
Center in Colo.
On April 2, the University of Denver honored
and recognized the sovereign political status of
the Northern Cheyenne,
Northern Arapaho and
Southern Cheyenne and
Arapaho Nations.
Their tribal flags were
raised in a ceremony on
the Driscoll Bridge and
will be displayed on
campus now and in the
future alongside the flags
of the United States, the
state of Colorado and the
University of Denver.
Representatives from
each of the tribes joined
Chancellor
Rebecca
Chopp, Provost Gregg
Kvistad and members of
the DU community at the
ceremony.
The event was organized by Dr. Billy J.
Stratton, associate professor of English and
Literary Arts.
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Educators discuss future of
sovereignty in tribal education
Latoya Lonelodge
Staff Reporter

With the controversial spark in education
with funding and teacher pay raises, there are
many reasons to fight for quality education
within communities. In the realm of tribal education, a question most importantly raised
during discussion is, ‘are tribes ready to participate directly in the education of tribal students?’
On March 30, tribal educators and citizens were invited to participate in an open
discussion focused on sovereignty in education among tribal nations and charter schools
at the El Reno Public Safety Building in El
Reno, Okla. Among participants, various
programs within the Cheyenne and Arapaho
(C&A) Department of Education were in attendance.
Along with the C&A Department of Education, Tribal Education Departments National Assembly (TEDNA) and the Sovereign Schools Project sponsored the meeting.
Topics discussed during the meeting emphasized the importance of tribal education
involvement and the advancement of charter
schools.
According to Phil Gover, director of the
sovereign school project at TEDNA, the ability to authorize a charter school means that
all of Oklahoma’s tribes have the ability to
create their own school systems if they want.
“It’s time for tribe’s to make a choice
about the role that they want to play in local

education. There’s currently some provisions
in state law around the operation and authorization of charter schools that allow tribes to
make decisions and what I see is that tribe’s
education is a last frontier for our tribes in
this state. Most tribes have very little control
and authority over education, I think my ultimate hope is that all tribe’s will make a decision for themselves or self-determine the role
that they want to play in local education,”
Gover said.
In recent years, new bills were passed,
initializing the opportunity to strengthen the
educational experience of charter schools.
In 2015, the Oklahoma Legislature passed
a bill to allow public charter schools to open
throughout the state.
“The law made changes and allowed for
all Oklahoma federally recognized tribes to
authorize charter schools, as long as those
schools are physically located within the
current, or former treaty and reservation
boundary areas. A tribe could create a charter
school as long as that schools located within
their area,” Gover said.
Information pertaining to charter schools
and tribal education led the discussion as curriculum, operations, funding and accessibility were explained throughout the meeting.
Many were interested in the funding aspect of charter schools as graphs and percentages were broken down. Charter schools
are financed by 70 percent state aid through
the state funding formula, 10 percent federal government aid and 20 percent are from

Phil Gover, director of the sovereign school project at TEDNA, explains the ins and outs of
what a charter school is. (Photo / Latoya Lonelodge)
grants and tribal assistance.
With experience and knowledge how
funding works, Gover has been working on
proposing a charter school in the Oklahoma
City area called the Sovereign Community
School. He said the school’s curriculum is an
example of what’s possible when tribes and
tribal communities control schooling and education.
“The curriculum that we’re proposing at
the school is the same college preparatory
curriculum that you would see at a lot of high

schools in some respects, we’re going to do
literature, math, science, history and social
studies, we’re going to do all the things that
the schools are doing, the only thing is that in
my school, native people, indigenous people,
are at the center of all those classes,” Gover
said.
Apart from public mainstream education,
charter schools would allow more emphasis
on a tribal based educational experience.
Charter school / pg. 4

Preserving generations of language at the 16th
annual Native American Youth Language Fair
Latoya Lonelodge
Staff Reporter

From generation to generation,
concerns involving the existence
of tribal language are threatened as
native fluent speakers are passing
on.
The future of language has become imperative upon tribal youth
in learning their language. The
opportunity to collaborate among
other tribes and showcase hundreds
of participating student’s languages
occurs annually.
April 2-3, the 16th Annual Native American Youth Language
Fair (NAYLF) was held at the Sam
Noble Museum at the University of
Oklahoma in Norman, Okla.
The fair first began when Dr.
Mary Linn, Geneva Nevarro and
Quinton RomanNose generated
ideas around engaging the community with Native American languages. Since then, NAYLF has
grown tremendously with culture,
participation and innovating ways
to learn one’s language.
From a wide range of age groups
and various tribal backgrounds,
youth made it a priority to attend

The Cheyenne and Arapaho Language Club performed The Voice: Rez Edition in the 9th-12th grade film
screenings category.
Pictured l-r: Carrie Whitlow, education executive director, Shaynna Walker, instructor, Jacob Pollock,
Adrianna Tahdooahnippah, Tarrah Primeaux, Alicia Yellow Eagle, Rebecca Risenhoover, instructor, and
Michelle Johnston, instructor.
Not pictured: Michael Beaver, Jean Fletcher and William Fletcher. (Photo / Latoya Lonelodge)
NAYLF and showcase their language through skits, songs, poetry,
film and live presentations.
“They came up with the idea of
this fair, which is really an incred-

ible opportunity for students from
diverse communities to come together, to celebrate their hard work
and try to revitalize their Native
languages, to compete in catego-

ries, but more importantly it’s about
recreating a speech community and
when you think about it, these two
days in Oklahoma, in an average
year at the fair we have 40 differ-

ent native languages spoken at the
fair, in some ways we create one of
the largest diverse native language
communities for the two-day fair,”
Dan Swan, curator of ethnology
and director of NAYLF said.
A vast combination of languages spoken by tribal youth echoed
through the halls and rooms of the
museum while participants showcased their language.
Meanwhile in the great hall, as
many took the stage, some were
hesitant at first and others were
loud and proud to speak their language. Through each performance,
one remarkable factor remained
certain; children were speaking in
their tribal language they came to
know and learn.
“This year we registered 1300
students, a tremendous growth in
the number of students who are
actively working to learn and use
their native languages but we can
also sense by looking at the film
from past years and noting the ways
in which people perform, students
are definitely gaining confidence,
a good example is we had to add a
Language fair / pg. 5
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Tribal gaming has not caused
Oklahoma budget woes
Published by Native America www.nativeamerica.com
Oklahoma budget woes abound.
None of these woes have anything to do
with Oklahoma’s Native Nations who
have faithfully contributed to the State
in multiple ways. No, these woes are
self inflicted.
For the past ten years, the State of
Oklahoma, in an calculated and measured manner, chose to cut taxes after
taxes and brought what once was a fairly average for a state down to the bottom of the country compared to other
states. The Oklahoma Legislature also
freely chose to impose upon themselves
the inability to pass adding revenue to
the State unless they had a 75 percent
ultra-super majority to make sure they
were hampered by a slim minority of
the State. Now, with the Oklahoma
Education funding beyond repair; with
Oklahoma school administrators and
teachers with no further options; with
even school boards around the state in
an uproar of the lack of Oklahoma legislature efforts; now some State Legislators question and suggest that perhaps
Tribal gaming could do more. This is
finger pointing, plain and simple.
For Native communities and Tribal governments, at least one of those
fingers always seems to get pointed

towards Tribal gaming whenever the
State needs revenue. This is unfortunate
because Oklahoma’s Native Nations
and Native communities around the
State seem to be the only ones who have
to pay multiple times for the State of
Oklahoma’s poor budget decisions. Before we get to that however, it is important to say – Oklahoma Native Nations
contribute more than their fair share.
Nearly 10 percent of the funding needed for Oklahoma Education comes on
the back of Tribal gaming, and Native
Nations are VERY transparent about
what is being paid. Eighty-eight percent
of everything paid to the State of Oklahoma is to be spent for Oklahoma’s educational programs. This last year, that
totaled almost $134 Million.
It’s no secret, you can see the breakout by each Oklahoma Native Nation in
the chart below.
The total amount provided to the
State of Oklahoma’s Educational funding for K-12 has been over $1.2 Billion.
Further, there is an economic impact
by having Tribal gaming. Native casino’s bring in commerce to Oklahoma
as it attracts people to not only enjoy
gaming but to attend music concerts,
restaurants, hotel stays, as well as re-

tail, gas, and everything else visitors to
Oklahoma casinos might do in addition
to going to the casino. This economic
impact to the State of Oklahoma is over
$7.2 Billion. The State of Oklahoma,
through its traditional revenue generation, has enjoyed a portion of all of that
money.
Yet that’s not the end for Native
American communities. Just like all
other Oklahoma residents, Native families attend area schools. The local taxes paid by Native families also go to
supposedly support the local schools,
and of course the State of Oklahoma
enjoys a portion of all of that money
through the many State taxes already
in place such as what is charged in a
gallon of gas at the gas station, or the
many other areas of revenue for the
State. In essence, Native Americans
are double dipped as they must provide
funds to the State through their respective Native Nations via Tribal Gaming,
as well as being residents of the State
of Oklahoma, whose families live
amongst the cities and counties of the
State, and whose children also attend
many Oklahoma public schools. There
Tribal gaming / pg. 4

Tribal youth bring history alive at Washita
Battlefield National Historic Site
Latoya Lonelodge
Staff reporter

Rooted deep within the history of
Native Americans are untold stories
of tragedy and true accounts of unforgettable massacres. What some history
books lack, others take advantage of by
sharing stories through word of mouth
generation to generation.
Through the week of spring break,
while many were free to enjoy their
break from school, others got to witness
firsthand experience of nature’s wilderness and learn a piece of history many
were not aware of.
On March 21 and March 22, tribal youth in grades eighth through 12th
attended a spring break campout at
the Washita Battlefield National Historic Site. The camp was a collaboration among the Cheyenne and Arapaho (C&A) tribes Culture and Heritage
(C&H) program, Tradition Not Addiction, Recreation, Exercise and Sports
for the Elders and Children of our Tribe
(R.E.Sp.E.C.T.) program and the El
Reno Indian Ed program.
The Washita Massacre occurred on
November 27, 1868 when Lieutenant

Colonel
George
Armstrong Cluster
led the 7th U.S.
Calvary on a surprise attack on a
Cheyenne village
led by Chief Black
Kettle. The Washita Battlefield has
since become a
historical site and
for many, it has
become a place to
reflect on and remember the many
lives that were lost
that day.
For two days,
youth
endured
Cheyenne & Arapaho youth listened in on some of the hislong hikes, cold tory of what some refer to as the Washita Massacre that took
nights and an place 150 years ago. (Courtesy photo)
abundance of outfirst began when Linda Hulbutta, with
door activities. On
the National Grasslands, trails, histor- El Reno Indian Ed, wanted to start an
ical sites and camping grounds filled educational event aimed specifically at
with educational knowledge were on the youth.
“This year was the 150th anniversary
the list of places the youth were able to
of
the
Washita Massacre so we wanted
venture through.
to
start
educating the public about it, it
According to Max Bear, Culture and
Heritage director, the idea for the camp
Washita NHS / pg.6

Hammon man charged with
murder in death of Linda Zotigh

(OKLAHOMA CITY) A federal grand jury has charged
Tommy Dean Bullcoming, of Hammon, Okla., with
first-degree murder in Indian Country, announced Robert J.
Troester, Acting U.S. Attorney for the Western District of
Oklahoma.
A five-count indictment unsealed today charges Bullcoming with five crimes he allegedly committed on Sept. 6,
2017: first-degree premeditated murder, first-degree felony
murder, carjacking resulting in death, kidnapping resulting
in death, and arson. The indictment states he “used force,
violence, and intimidation to intentionally take a Lexus
RX300” from Linda “Lindy” Zotigh and that this resulted
in her death. It further alleges he killed the victim “by stabbing and cutting her with a sharp object” and acted “in an
especially heinous, cruel, and depraved manner in that the
offense involved torture and serious physical abuse.” The
arson count alleges he maliciously set fire to the victim’s
dwelling in Hammon.
If convicted of carjacking resulting in death, Bullcoming could face the death penalty. The Attorney General of
the United States will decide whether to seek the death pen-

Rosemary Stephens, Editor-in-Chief
405-422-7446 / rmstephens@c-a-tribes.org
Society of Professional Journalists members

alty based on the recommendation of the U.S. Attorney and
after carefully considering the defendant’s background and
the circumstances of the crime. If convicted of first-degree
murder, felony murder, or kidnapping resulting in death,
Bullcoming would face mandatory life in prison. The death
penalty is not available for these offenses because federal
jurisdiction is based on allegations they took place in Indian
Country, and the relevant tribe has not opted in to the death
penalty for those subject to its jurisdiction. The maximum
punishment for arson would be 25 years in prison.
  The public is reminded these charges are merely accusations and that Bullcoming is presumed innocent unless
found guilty beyond a reasonable doubt by a unanimous
jury.
This case is the result of an investigation by the FBI, the
Bureau of Indian Affairs, and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives. Assistant U.S. Attorneys
Mark R. Stoneman and Arvo Q. Mikkanen are prosecuting
the case.
Reference is made to court filings for further information.
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Linda ‘Lindy’ Zotigh was murdered on Sept. 6, 2017 in
Hammon, Okla.
Latoya Lonelodge, Reporter/Advertising Sales
405-422-7608 / llonelodge@c-a-tribes.org
Native American Journalist Association member
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Wound Care Treatment

Submitted by Indian Health Service - Clinton Service Unit

Successful treatment for wounds requires assessment of the entire patient,
not just the wound. The Clinton Service
Unit’s (CSU) Wound Care Clinic provides care for patients with wounds at
both the Clinton and El Reno Indian
Health Centers.
At any time, approximately two
percent of the population has an open
wound requiring attention from a medical provider. Some high-risk categories
for wounds include those with high
blood pressure, uncontrolled diabetes,
neuropathy (decreased feeling in feet),
complex medical disease process, and
prior wounds.
The Wound Care Clinic addresses
treatment of each individual wound
through assessing the cause of the
wound through labs, x-rays, vascular
studies, ultrasound, cultures for infection, or referrals. The course of treatment for the wound is then decided.
Wounds may be treated through any of
the following means: medications (oral,
topical, intravenous, intramuscular, or a
combination), cleaning of the wound
to remove dead tissue (debridement),

Tribal
gaming
continued from pg. 3

is an economic impact for the State of
Oklahoma never considered when these
“fingers” get pointed.
There is no question that Oklahoma’s Tribal Governments and Native
communities pay their share (which
as described is more than fair). The
question is – is the State of Oklahoma
spending the money provided to them
by Tribal gaming for Educational funding?
Now, that’s a real question!
In a recent article in National Review, former U.S. Senator Tom Coburn,
a Republican, pointed to two serious
problems that the State of Oklahoma
has that are the reason for these budget
woes. First, Senator Coburn says Oklahoma has a lack of leadership.
‘“Our problem is leadership,” Tom
Coburn, a former U.S. senator, tells me
in an interview. “The problem is that
the legislature hasn’t done its job. We
need to pay teachers more, everybody
agrees with that, but how they’ve gone
about it is the wrong way.”’
Secondly, Tom Coburn points out
the real issue with our current Oklahoma leadership as he questions the legitimacy of their spending.
‘“We have enough money, more
than enough money,” Coburn tells me,
“to give every teacher a $7,000-per-

culture to determine if there is an infection, dressings to maintain a healthy
wound bed, nutrition to ensure a proper
diet and vitamin supplements are taken
to increase wound healing, supportive
footwear (if indicated), pressure relief,
and patient education. The Wound Care
Clinic follows a treatment schedule for
each wound until they are healed.
The Myths and Facts of Wound
Care
FACT: Warm moist wounds are
happy wounds
The goal to maintain proper dressing
is to not allow wounds to become dry
by keeping the wound warm and moist.
When dressing is removed for care, the
temperature of the skin cools. Once a
wound is disrupted, It can take up to
four hours for it to return to an active
healing status. A moist wound (not wet)
allows for active cell healing.
MYTH: Betadine and Hydrogen
Peroxide may be used at any time on
open wounds
These products are ONLY used at
certain times during treatment. Betadine and Hydrogen Peroxide may kill

and damage healthy skin tissue and
slow down the healing process.
MYTH: Alcohol disinfects wounds
Alcohol damages the tissue and increases bleeding and pain.
MYTH: Small wounds are not as
important to treat
All wounds, no matter the size,
should be addressed for proper care in a
timely manner to promote healing.
MYTH: A scab means the wound is
healing
A scab does not always mean a
wound is healing. A person could have
underlying tissue with infection under
the covering of the scab.
MYTH: Putting kitchen butter on
the wounds will help the healing process
Butter will keep heat in the wound
and will not help the healing process.
MYTH: Soak a wound in hot water and use tap water to wash around a
wound
Wounds need to be cleaned with
supplies that will not re-infect the
wound bed.

year raise,” if the state government will
simply do its job, cut waste, and spend
taxpayers’ money efficiently.’
The real issue then is transparency.
Oklahoma’s Tribal Gaming is very
transparent. The money going in is duly
reported and is available for anyone to
see. What the State of Oklahoma uses
it for, and how they spend it – we simply don’t know. What we do know is
that the State has gotten in trouble before for illegally spending money, even
if it is specifically earmarked, such as
the the Oklahoma Lottery Trust Fund
set up to benefit Oklahoma Education.
When the Oklahoma Lottery was established, it was set up in a trust fund
that legally can only be used to enhance
Oklahoma Education. It specifically
was established so as not to relieve the
State of Oklahoma of its responsibility
to fully fund Oklahoma Education. Yet
last year, as reported by numerous news
agencies around the State, the Oklahoma Legislator illegally supplemented
educational funding with millions of
dollars from this trust fund. (For more
information – See NewsOK’s article
from March 16, 2017 titled Lottery
Money Found To Be Illegally Supplanting Education Funding For The First
Time In Oklahoma.
Transparency by the Oklahoma Leg-

islature is needed. Perhaps now it is a
necessity even more than ever. Tom
Coburn not only agrees with this, he
wants to make this a reality.
‘“We need a constitutional convention to reform our constitution to make
us a viable, thriving state,” Coburn says.
The state needs a more powerful constitutional role for the governor’s office,
he adds, and “transparency about how
we spend our money.”
“How about the citizens of Oklahoma being able to see [how state funds
are spent]?” Coburn asks. Indeed, Fallin
vetoed a bill that would have published
how the state spends its money. “How
dare her,” Coburn says. “We do that on
the federal level — you can go to openthebooks.com and find out everything.
But in the state, we can’t know how we
spend our money.”’
This, then, is the root issue for Oklahoma.
The State needs to be transparent
about exactly what it is spending its
millions of dollars it receives from
Tribal Gaming on currently before any
attempt to look back and imply that
Oklahoma’s Native Nations and Tribal
Gaming isn’t paying its fair share.
Tribal Gaming is not the cause of
the State of Oklahoma’s budget woes.
It also cannot be the solution.

Charter
school
continued from pg. 2
“We can make a school
where it’s like the opposite of
public schools today where
the only time we discuss Indians in public school right
now, in Oklahoma especially, is in the history class, like
Indians are history, we’re not
people who are around right
now that are worthy of inclusion, of the broader curriculum that informs how all of
our children think about the
world around them. It’s not
rooted in our people and our
people’s experience and our
history; it’s rooted in white
people’s perceptions of our
history and what happened
there. We can change that
story if we control our own
schools, we get to decide
what’s taught in our classrooms,” Gover said.
With the controversial
topic of teacher pay raise and
the demand for school funding presently at hand, there

The
36th
annual
NAFOA Conference
April 22-24, 2018 at the
Roosevelt Hotel in New Orleans, LA. For more information contact Dunne Hurley at
202-579-3372 or to register
visit www.nafoa.org.
Robert Rules of Order
April 23-25, 2018 in Albuquerque, N.M. For more information or to register visit
www.falmouthinstitute.com.

are many concerns among
the education system and
funding.
“We’re in the state of
Oklahoma where our 39
tribes
have
coactively
pumped in over a billion
dollars in the public education system in the last 10
years, we pump in millions
of dollars every year into
this system and we don’t get
millions of dollars funding
our kid’s education systems.
We get a system controlled
not by our people but by
other people telling us to
sit down and learn this way,
this is your history, these are
things that you learn in our
classrooms, you don’t have
any right or any ability or
any business in public education,” Gover argued.
As many are striking and
fighting for quality education, charter schools too, will
also be a controversial topic

Tribal Cultural and Historic Preservation
April 24-25, 2018 in Las
Vegas, Nev. For more information or to register visit
www.falmouthinstitute.com.
Employment Law for
Tribes and Tribal Organizations
May 14-16, 2018 at the
Embassy Suites in Las Vegas, Nev. For more information or to register visit www.
falmouthinstitute.com.

among education.
“I think it will be controversial, I think school funding is a big topic, I think
charter schools, especially
rural charter schools that
tribe’s authorize are going to
disrupt the system in a pretty
big way,” Gover said.
As a new day and age
has come, new opportunities have risen for many to
partake in what possibilities
await in the future of education.
“A lot of ideas and plans
that we’re rolling out for the
Sovereign School’s project
with the charter school is
new to people and it takes
a little for folks who don’t
have a scheme for how public education functions, to
wrap their minds around
how the tribe can choose to
start a school that gets potentially millions of dollars
of tax payer money in order

to run that school for their
kids, that’s a crazy idea, that
doesn’t sound like something you could actually do,
you can totally do that, it
takes a little for people to totally understand what we’re
talking about,” Gover said.
According to Gover, in
his experience, once you
start this conversation a couple of times with people, it
almost always clicks at some
point.
“They see something in
the potential of the opportunity, what this represents
really clicks with them and
people get really into the
work, really into the idea and
the possibility of what could
happen if we took this step,
if we went this direction,”
Gover said.
For more information
about Tribal Education Departments National Assembly, visit tedna.org.

BRIEFS AT A GLANCE

The Essentials of Indian
Law: Everything You Need
to Know to Work in Indian
Country
May 16-18, 2018 at the
Embassy Suites in Las Vegas, Nev. For more information or to register visit www.
falmouthinstitute.com.
Understanding
and
Strengthening Tribal Sovereignty
May 21-22, 2018 at the
Embassy Suites in Las Ve-

gas, Nev. For more information or to register visit www.
falmouthinstitute.com.
The 12th annual Native
American Economic Development Conference
June 4-5, 2018 at Disney’s Grand Hotel & Spa in
Anaheim, Calif. For more information visit www.nativenationevents.org.
The seventh annual Native American Housing
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Colony
fire
continued from pg. 1
and over 1,000 acres on other tribal lands where we need to
reduce the fuel load,” Hart said.
Extinguishing the Colony wildfire came at a cost of
$110,000 in resources with three different types of aircrafts,
22 engines, nine water tenders and 116 firefighting personnel
used to battle the fire.
The cause of the fire was ruled human by investigators. A
reward up to $10,000 has been established for information
leading to an arrest and conviction of the arsonist(s) involved.
Anyone with information regarding the arsonist(s) involved in the Colony fire is encouraged to call WeTip immediately at 1-800-472-7766.

Teacher
walkout
continued from pg. 1

The majority of teachers
stated they chose to continue
with the walk out due to the
lack of education funding
that was passed.
“We will be there until
we have to so they (legislators) will have to listen to
us in response to providing
more classroom funding for
our students,” Sara Jackson,
Oklahoma Virtual Charter
Academy said.
As Monday, April 9th
rolled around, teachers were
still descending on the Oklahoma State Capitol. Waving
signs that read, “Respect
Education,” “We didn’t start
the FIRE Oklahoma Legislature,” and “If we were
talking football, 50th would
NEVER BE OK, #fundOKeducation.” And while
thousands protested outside
the capitol thousands more
converged inside seeking to
speak with their state legislators and sitting in on legislative hearings.
With two new pieces of
legislation being introduced
on Friday, April 6, many
were hopeful they were getting a few steps closer to
what teachers say they need.
The Oklahoma State Senate
approved a bill amendment
that would require third-party retailers selling through

outlets such as Amazon to
collect sales tax from customers or inform them how
much they owe in sales taxes. (The House approved it
earlier in the week prior to
April 9.) The bill could bring
in about $20 million annually in education funding, but
teachers say schools need a
total of $200 million over
three years.
The Senate also approved
a “ball and dice” tax for
gambling on April 9. While
Senate leaders said it will
not add any income to this
year’s education funding,
the OEA said it would help
in the long run. But OEA
was incensed about the repeal of a hotel and motel tax
that it said would be paid by
nonresidents and would add
millions in revenue to education.
Priest made it clear what
she thinks lawmakers must
do to end the teacher walkout. She said Fallin, “must
pass a bill ending the state’s
capital gains tax deduction
and veto the bill repealing
the hotel/motel tax. Until
then the walkout will continue and we will be here to get
this done.”

Conference
June 4-5, 2018 at Disney’s Grand Hotel & Spa in
Anaheim, Calif. For more information or to register visit
www.nativenationevents.
org.

org.

Native
American
Healthcare Conference
June 4-5, 2018 at Disney’s Grand Hotel & Spa in
Anaheim, Calif. For more information or to register visit www.nativenationevents.

The National UNITY
Conference - Finding Wellness & Healing Within Our
Cultures
July 6-10, 2018 at the
Colorado Convention Center
in Denver, Colo. For more
information or to register
visit www.unityinc.org.
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Language
fair
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fourth performance venue this year in order to accommodate
all the individuals in Spoken Word, to us that shows that these
students are confident, that they’re building confidence, they
don’t need the safety in numbers of a large skit singing the
song, they’re ready to get out there and speak their language
as an individual and express themselves, it’s very rewarding,
very fulfilling and we look forward to many more years in
working with the community on this event,” Swan said.
Categories showcased on stage ranged from groups or individuals speaking their language through traditional songs,
modern songs, spoken prayers, spoken languages, poetry,
duets, and film screenings. In each category, all participants
received medallions and competed for first, second and third
place trophies.
Keynote speakers for the 2018 NAYLF featured Desireé
“Storm” Brave Jones and Juanita Pahdopony.
As NAYLF grows each year with participation and cultural presence, the future of language strengthens the hope
of many.
“As a fluent speaker of my Cherokee language, it’s exciting seeing these children learn their own Native language
that our creator has given. There are generations that are
coming up and in learning their own language, their identity
is who they are and like my grandfather said, knowing your
language is who you are, it differentiates you from another
minority and that’s who you are as a native speaker,” Christine Armer, Cherokee language instructor and NAYLF coordinator said.
As the fair serves as an educational opportunity to showcase culture and language, the pride in learning and the
importance of education can also be seen as the Oklahoma
teacher walkout persisted during the two-day fair.
“It was great, it could’ve been larger, more students
would’ve came because of our teacher walkout but we support the teachers, they’re the ones who teach our future chil-

dren, the future generation to be whoever they want to be
because our native students can be whoever they want to be.
They can excel just like the rest of the minority people and
we as native people, we can get just as far as the other minorities can,” Armer said.
Through NAYLF, public awareness of Oklahoma native
languages has been made possible for all to witness and take
part in.
“Language will keep us going as native people. Future

speakers that keep their language going and tell their children that language is who they are and that’s what’s going
to keep their identity of who they are and where they came
from. Language is who you are, it tells other people where
you came from and who you will be as the future generation,”
Armer said.
For more information and to view the winners of the 2018
Native American Language Fair, visit www.SamNobleMuseum.ou.edu.

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribal
Justice Center Grand Opening
You are Cordially Invited ...

No dream too big
No dream is too high or out of
reach for Melinda Twobabies, 39,
who attends El Reno Canadian Valley
Technology Center.
On March 29, Twobabies was inducted into the National Technical
Honor Society under the Construction
program. The honor society recognizes outstanding student achievement
in career and technical education.
Twobabies first started Construction in October 2017 and will be
graduating in May 2018. While in

(Photos / Latoya Lonelodge)

construction,
she
has
w o r k e d
on cabinetry and has
competed in
various competitions.
Tw o b abies
has
maintained perfect attendance and has
been awarded Student of the Quarter,
maintaining an A average.

On behalf of the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes Executive Office and Judicial
Branch, we would like to invite you to attend a special ribbon cutting celebration to
mark the grand opening of Phase I of the
Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribal Justice Center (TJC).
The ceremony will be held 11 a.m., Friday, May 4, 2018 at 100 W. Black Kettle
Boulevard in Concho, Okla. The event will
be held outside and followed by a tour and
refreshments.
In 2010, the Tribes received a Category
I Planning Grant from the U.S. Department
of Justice to complete a Correctional Facility Comprehensive Master Plan. The derived
conclusion of the master plan was that the
Tribes would benefit from a TJC that ad-

dresses judicial and social issues.
The Tribes received Severance Tax Recovery from Chesapeake Energy Corporation in October 2012. The Tribes’ Tax
Commission announced a one-time funding
opportunity opened to all tribal programs.
The Judicial Branch submitted an application and was awarded funding to enter into
Phase I construction of the master planned
three-part TJC. Construction on the 9,296
S.F. facility began February 2017, and was
completed March 2018. The total cost of the
project was upwards of 3.5 million dollars.
The vision of the TJC is to meet the
needs of our tribal community by providing
accessible and responsive judicial and social
services.
We look forward to seeing you.
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Active US Army veteran gives
special gift to tribes’ childcare center
Rosemary Stephens
Editor-in-Chief

U.S. Army veteran Marcos Baros couldn’t
think of a better way to show his gratitude for
the support he received on deployment than
to present the Cheyenne and Arapaho Child
Development Center with a flag.
It was the perfect gift.
“I was able to fly flags for people who
were supportive of me during deployment.
We had a choice on this deployment to fly
the flags on a jet or a Black Hawk on combat
missions and so that flag I got to fly on a jet
on one of those missions,” Baros said.
And he flew it especially for the Child Development Center because during his entire
deployment they sent gifts. On holidays, just
random throughout the deployment, “I really
hope they enjoy it and are proud of it. In all
honesty their support of me helped me a lot,
the pictures they would send, the little handprints of my daughter Meya they did. For me
I felt like I needed to repay that support so the
only way I knew how would have been with
something like that. So I had that flag flown
for them,” Baros said.
Baros is currently the new physical fitness
trainer for the Cheyenne and Arapaho Diabetes Wellness Program, working at the Willie
Fletcher Fitness Center in Concho, Okla. He
recently returned home in March 2018 from
his third deployment and said he is looking
forward to pursuing his passion, physical
training.
Baros graduated Calumet High School in
2010, where he was working for Johnnie’s
Grill drive-thru in Calumet. Sitting on top of
an old freezer one day, the thought crossed
his mind joining the Army might not be a bad
idea.
“My brother had joined a couple years prior to me, so I called him, got his recruiter’s
number, called the recruiter, met with him the
next week and left for Basic Training on July
19, 2010,” Baros said.
He joined as a Military Police Officer
(MPO), spending 19 weeks at Ft. Leonard
Wood, MO completing Basics and training to
become a MPO.
“My unit is in Stillwater, the 366 Military
Police Company. I’ve been with that unit
my whole career so far, even though I have
gotten augmented a couple times to different
units for deployments,” he said.
Deployment One-Guantanamo Bay Cuba
His first deployment in 2012 was with the

314 Military Police Company, Detainee Operations at the detention camps at Guantanamo Bay guarding alleged terrorists.
“I was basically a prison guard for them.
The camp I worked was a communal camp,
so they got to walk around, could walk up
to us and ask for things they needed,” Baros
said.
That is, if they were in a talking mood. If
they were not, then he said you could end up
getting crap thrown on you.
“It happened to me only once, luckily, but
a couple of others I worked with it happened
to them three or four times. They call it a full
body cocktail because it’s not just poop, it’s
their spit, pee … the works,” he said.
Although there were many who were
friendly, Baros’ orders were very clear, he
could be friendly but had to keep it professional at the same time.
He spent nine months in Cuba and returned home to Oklahoma in November
2012, only to volunteer for his next deployment two months later.
Deployment Two-Kabul, Afghanistan
January 2013 Baros was sent to Kabul,
Afghanistan on what was called a Directorate of Emergency Services (DES) mission as
a Forced Protection Anti-Terrorism NCOIC.
He would spend the next year in Afghanistan.
“I wanted a combat mission, and was supposed to be sent to Iraq in 2011 but that’s
when it got shut down and then when I went
to Cuba I originally thought I was going to
Afghanistan but at the last minute was sent to
Cuba, so when the Afghanistan deployment
came up I volunteered,” Baros said.
It’s what he signed up for he said, the
chance to go on a combat mission to fight terrorists, “I mean we were young, in the Army
and that’s what we signed up to do, which
is go fight the terrorists. I had some special
forces friends at some of the camps we would
go to that we played ball together, and towards the end of that deployment a couple of
them was called out on a mission but didn’t
make it. They were not close, close friends or
anything but we interacted with each other.”
One incident Baros said he still remembers like it was yesterday and can still feel
the vibrations of the blast that occurred on
Fourth of July at approximately 4 o’clock in
the morning.
“There was a loud boom and then you felt
like little sonic vibrations going across and
all you can hear is a bunch of people running
and shouting. It woke us up and when we

U.S. Army veteran Marcos Baros presents Cheyenne and Arapaho Child Development
Center’s Director Megan Hart with a gift of appreciation for the support he received while on
his third deployment in Afghanistan. (Photo / Rosemary Stephens)
looked outside all we could see was this big
cloud,” Baros said.
As it turned out the rebel fighters had
blown up a contractor’s camp where 15-16
people died.
“After they had blown up the wall they
started coming in and trying to shoot up the
rest. There were a couple of people within
that camp who used to be ex-military, most
contractors were ex-military, and there were
a few at that camp who had security details
so they had access to weapons,” Baros said
trying to describe the chaos and details of the
event that he and many others lived through,
and some who didn’t.
“Those guys had ran up on the wall, onto
the roof and was taking out the enemy as they
were trying to come in. A couple of times we
had them shooting at us and all we could do
was push through and keep going. It’s hard to
explain the feeling you get … not necessarily
would I say you get scared, I mean a little bit
of fear is there, but you knew that some time
or another this was bound to happen. You
trained for it. You were ready. So it’s like fear

Washita
NHS
continued from pg. 3

was a good way to start with the
kids so a couple months came
down the line and we finally decided on what was due at camp, first
we decided on a couple days, not
to be too long and during spring
break is when we wanted to do it,
it was a perfect time so we called
the schools and they were pretty
much on the same spring break
schedule,” Bear said.
In planning for the youth camp,
emphasizing history and culture
was the main priority.
“Kids aren’t cultured these
days, we’re starting to lose them,
this generation, it’s not that they
don’t have interest, we got a lot of
this generation that’s more interested than ever before so we’re offering these things to kids for firsthand accounts, these places, these
sights, we want to take them there to experience it, not just to read in a book or
see it on a documentary, we want them
actually there to learn about it and that’s
what they did,” Greg Spottedbird, C&H
project manager said.
Through firsthand accounts, Spottedbird recounts on the learning experience youth endured once they found
themselves on the same camping
grounds where Black Kettle’s peace
camp was.
“They were walking through the
camp at one point and didn’t know
where the camp was exactly or whose
lodge was where but at one point we
had to realize that we were actually
walking through the actual camp, to see
the sites, to see the actual places where
Custer occupied the hill, the boys in
our group got to actually stop there
and see where he set his horse and we
took them to the tree where supposedly
Black Kettle’s wife, Medicine Woman,
was gunned down and the meeting was
out there around that same location, so
those things had a real big impact on
the young ones, we can’t call them little

kids because they were in high school,
they understood what was being told to
them so that was a good thing, our goal
was to teach that,” Spottedbird said.
According to Spottedbird, some
youth were unaware of the history of
the Washita massacre and its significance in history.
“Just by talking to the kids, some of
them didn’t know that happened there,
they would’ve thought it happened
somewhere in some other state. It happened to us, our own families and after
they got to thinking about that they really started to take what was given into
heart, it was good to see that, to hear
them talk about it, they realized it was
their people. It did happen to us, it was
a part of our history, their history. Some
of them felt proud afterwards, some of
them felt sad, there was a lot of different
emotions and discussion that evening
at our camp and we spoke of our feelings opposed to the park rangers and
non-Cheyenne and Arapaho people, it
was really different,” Spottedbird said.
Having witnessed the youth engage
with the wilderness at a place of historical significance, Bear said he hopes

more opportunities will arise in the future to educate history and culture.
“There’s a lot of areas around Oklahoma, Kansas and within reach that we
can do to teach about our Cheyenne
and Arapaho history. That’s the reward,
when you hear the feedback from them
and they say ‘we didn’t know about this
but we’re glad we do know now,’ they
can repeat something that they heard,
that’s rewarding, we just want to give
them that knowledge and add a little bit
of history. Hopefully it sparks them to
go out and do a little bit of research,”
Bear said.
The camp was deemed a success as
tribal youth were able to engage with
history and witness their own members
retell the story of the Washita Massacre.
“We took them out there as tribal
members and voiced our opinions as
their leaders, as their elders, and spoke
of what we learned. It wasn’t from park
rangers, it wasn’t from books, it was
from our grandparents that told us these
stories and talked about the emotions,
so they have a better understanding of
what happened there. It was a really
good camp,” Spottedbird said.

and excitement all mixed up together. We
act like we are not afraid to die, but being so
close to it; it’s just a different feeling. Going
out everyday thinking everyday you might
not come back.”
Baros returned to Oklahoma from his second deployment in March 2014, where his
life would suddenly change.
“That’s when I met Shaynna Walker. Her and I got together and we ended up having our daughter Meya on May
7, 2015,” Baros said smiling a big smile.
He said he continued to go to his drills, attended different schools when almost a year
and a half later, in 2016 he was notified he
would be going on his third deployment.
“They told us Cuba at first and we had
done all this training for that deployment to
Cuba and once we got done with the training they told us we wasn’t going to Cuba
any longer, we were headed to Kuwait and
the mission was going to be Customs. Then
they did some restructuring again and decided we would not all go to Kuwait. They deGift / next pg.
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Cervical Cancer Awareness Art
Show & Chocolate Festival
(CLINTON, OK) The
Clinton Indian Health
Center (CIHC) hosted
the first Cervical Cancer
Awareness Art Show and
Chocolate Festival. Over
62 community members
attended the event promoting women’s health.
Departments of Clinton
Service Unit (CSU) provided health information
booths and women were
encouraged to obtain a
mammogram and papsmear on a walk-in basis.
Zula Hunt, Yonavea
Hawkins, and several other members of the community showcased their
art in an exhibit for patients and visitors. Hunt,
a citizen of the Choctaw
Nation, has painted for
over 20 years. She enjoys
a multitude of different
arts including oil painting
and quilting.
Hawkins, a citizen of
the Caddo, Delaware, and
Kickapoo Tribes, contributed a painting entitled, It
Lies Within.
“The creative process
and title for the painting
were driven by the fact

Gift
continued from pg. 6

that cancer starts when
the cells within our bodies grow out of control,”
Hawkins said. “It lies
within us to do preventive
health screenings, which
could lead to an early diagnosis and increase the
likelihood of becoming a
cancer survivor.”
The colors used in
Hawkins’ paining are for
the symbols of awareness.
Teal is used as the background color to represent
cervical cancer. The blankets of the Native American women are red for
heart disease, lavender for
all cancers, and pink for
breast cancer.
“The ends of their
blankets are the tears shed
when hearing you have
cancer, the sorrow of losing someone to cancer,
and the joy of surviving
cancer,” Hawkins said.
“The three Native women represent the emotional support the women
give to each other and the
fact cancer effects all of
us, whether it is a family
member, friend, or ourselves. The woman with

cided to include a total of seven locations
to do Customs at that included Kuwait,
Dubai, Qatar, Bahrain, United Arab Emirates, Afghanistan, and Iraq. My company
got split up and my platoon was sent back
to Afghanistan and we were stationed at
Bagram Airfield and were there from June
2017 until March 2018,” he said.
But this deployment would end up being
different than his other two … he now had
a family. And a family he missed terribly
every day.
“So actually that was the roughest part
of this deployment was being away from
my family. You have your mentors who
have their families and they make it seem
like it’s so easy and then you come to the
realization that this really sucks because
you miss everything, Christmas, Thanksgiving, her first words. She has developed
so much since I have been gone and I was
trying to watch everything on video, pictures and the little bit of face time we got
to watch our family back here. It was rough
and definitely the roughest part of that deployment for me,” he said.
And this is where the Cheyenne and
Arapaho Child Development Center entered the picture.
“They were constantly asking Shaynna

Artist Yonavea Hawkins
stands beside her painting
entitled, ‘It Lies Within’ at
the Clinton Indian Health
Center’s first Cervical Cancer Awareness Art Show and
Chocolate Festival. (Submitted photo)

the face is for cancer survivors who are looking toward the future after fighting cancer.”
Incredible chocolate
works of art were created by the staff of CIHC.
Patients, visitors and staff
were enjoyed a special
treat by sampling a few of
the chocolate indulgences.

how I was doing while I was gone and they
were a support group to Shaynna and Meya
during the time I was gone. For them to be
able to be open for her, like she could go to
them if she needed help was a huge support
for me,” Baros said. “This deployment was
hard on me and I don’t think I can do another, especially as Meya gets older. I think
it will be harder on her as she gets older if I
was to keep leaving on deployment. Right
now I am focusing on staying home and on
my career. The Army gave me the opportunity to get my Personal Training Certification, which led me to here.”
With a little under four years left on
his contract with the U.S. Army Reserves,
Baros is hoping the dwell time he has
earned will take him through to the end.
But if you ask him if he would do it all over
again, “To be completely honest absolutely. It’s not always been pleasant but definitely an experience for me. I’ve seen places I probably would have never seen on my
own. I’ve done things I probably would
have never done on my own and I learned
a lot of things I probably would have never
learned on my own, so I honestly think the
military is an experience of a lifetime and I
would definitely do it all again.”

PAGE 7

Cheyenne & Arapaho Tribal Tribune

PAGE 8

E a t i n g
healthy
for

DIABETES

Time and time again we
hear do this, do that, don’t
do this, take your medications, exercise, did you take
your blood pressure, did
you check your blood sugar,
what did you eat today, have
you checked your feet? We
sound like a broken record
and I am sure you get tired
of healthcare professionals
telling you what to do.
Why do we say these
things to you over and over?
I can’t speak for other healthcare professionals, I can
only speak for myself and
the staff here at the DWP.
We care and we care about
you and want to help you
prevent complications from
diabetes, heart disease and

high blood pressure or any
other chronic disease you
may have. We can’t tell you
how many times we see the
people we serve be in denial,
not take care of themselves,
tell themselves oh I feel fine,
they wait until it’s too late
and nothing can be done to
keep them from going on dialysis, or going blind or from
amputations.
In order to prevent complications, or prevent from
being diagnosed with disease it is important to exercise, monitor your weight,
make healthier food choices
and monitor portions, balance your plate, check your
blood sugar, and get your
high blood pressure under

Taking Care of Yourself
and Your Diabetes
Tara Conway, MS, RD, LD, CDE
C&A Diabetes Wellness Program

control.
High blood pressure is
the silent one. You may have
high blood pressure for years
and do nothing about it, or
you could have been diagnosed with high blood pressure and are not taking your
medications or keeping it under 130/80.
Over time, high blood
pressure destroys your kidneys and ensuring a life of
dialysis. High blood sugar
has the same effects on your
kidneys and also affects your
nervous system leading to
problems such as blindness,
stomach problems like delayed gastric emptying and
decreased nutrient absorption and causing numbness

in your legs and feet which
can lead to amputation. In
order to prevent or delay
thses complications your
blood sugar should be between 70-130 and your A1C
7 or below.
All of the above reasons
are why we will always ask
these questions, and always
strive to help you with your
chorionic diseases.
NYPD camp is approaching and we have spots available for youth ages 8-12. Ten
spots still available.
For more information and
tips on wellness contact Tara
Conway at Diabetes Wellness Program 405-422-7685
or 405-208-0787 or email
tconway@c-a-tribes.org.

Congratulations
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Calendar
Cheyenne & Arapaho Child Development Annual
One-Day Yard Sale
9 a.m. - 2 p.m. Friday, April 20, 2018 at the Child Development Center located at 450 N. Left Hand Drive in Concho,
Okla. All proceeds go towards Child Care field trips.
Graduation Honor Dance for Natane Pelkey, Watonga High School Class of 2018
Saturday, April 21, 2018 at the Canton Community gym in
Canton, Okla. Supper at 5 p.m.
MC Nathan LittleHawk, HS Redstone Singers, HMD
Willie Bullcoming, HLD Lena Nells, HLBD Mason Hamilton, HLGD Violet RomanNose, AD Zain Martinez, Co-Host
Barefoot Powwow Committee.
Memorial Dance for Carol Joyce Bullcoming
Saturday, April 21, 2018 at the Hammon Community Center in Hammon, Okla. Dance begins at 4 p.m., with supper at
6 p.m.
MC Steward Candy, HS Roger Davis, HMD Jerry Romannose, HLD Lavonna Oldman, HLBD Johnny Standingwater,
HLGD TBA, AD Billy Youngbird, Honored Veteran Leonard
Yelloweagle Jr., Flag to be Flown Edwin Pewo.
Sponsored by the Redmoon Service Club Members. For
more information contact Mary Youngbull at 580-715-0893
or Ruby Standingwater at 580-214-0547.
Veteran’s Luncheon
Thursday, April 26, 2018 at the Watonga Community Center, 1000 S. Clarence Nash Blvd Bldg B, Watonga, Okla. 1200
hrs-1400 hrs. For more information contact Office of Veterans
Affairs at 405-422-7724.
Graduation Dance for CheyAnna Caldwell
April 28, 2018 at the Concho Community Center in Concho, Okla. Gourd dance at 3 p.m., supper at 5 p.m., dance to
follow.
MC Ray Kingfisher, Honored Guest Dana Tiger, Honored
Elder Ella Akeen, HS Stewart Candy, HLD Viola Hatch,
HMD David Tyner, HLGD Taaevenahanee Hart, HLBD Alex
Leonard Yellow Eagle, Co-Hosts Elk River-Whiteskunk sisters, Honored Veteran Gerald Yellow Eagle, AD Shannon
Yellow Eagle. Sponsored by grandmother Wanda Whiteman,
mother Joan Candy-Fire and sisters Tashina Kremeier and
Crystal Candy-Fire.

Our word for the month was “Perseverant”
Darlington School’s March Students of the Month
Top row l-r: Serenity Billings (3rd grade), Adriana
Halfred (4th grade), & Alex Elizondo (5th grade)
Bottom row l-r: Mahli Adair (Pre-K), Charlee Main
(Pre-K), Oriyza Wahpepah (Kindergarten) and Alanyi
Rednose (1st Grade)
Not Pictured: Ava Mallory (2nd grade), Nazhoni
Sleeper (6th grade), Cobyn Mendez (7th grade), and Joshua Beaver (8th grade).

Higher Education announces
date for annual Graduation
Banquet for Cheyenne /
Arapaho students
The Cheyenne & Arapaho
Higher Education Program
announces its annual graduation banquet to be held
Thursday, May 3 at the Frisco Center in Clinton, Okla.
If you are a student is who
is a tribal citizen graduating
from high school or college
please contact the Higher Education office to be sure your
name and information in our
the list of tribal students who

will be graduating this year.
To receive an invitation
to the banquet, the following
information must be received
for the student:
A letter from the
student’s advisor or counselor stating that the student is
able to graduate in May.
One page CDIB
(Not the tribal ID)
For information call 405422-7646 or 405-422-7439.

Fashion designer debuts her
fashion designs in Austin, TX
Cheyenne & Arapaho tribal citizen Nan Blassingame, Director for Great Promise for American Indians
in Austin, Texas was one of the only Native Americans
to feature her Native fashion designs at the Intercultural
Fashion Show held April 8 in Austin, Texas.
Blassingame has been making traditional Powwow
dance regalia for herself, family, and friends for over 15
years. She stated she was very honored to be in her first
showcase representing the Native American community
of Austin.
Read Blassingame’s story in the May 1 issue of the
Cheyenne-Arapaho Tribal Tribune.

Elder Sock Hop - 55 Years and Older
6 p.m. - 10 p.m., April 29, 2018 at the Concho Community
Center in Concho, Okla. Please no kids - leave grandchildren
at home. Prizes include best dressed and best dance moves,
Snake, Swim and Hand Jive, just to name a few.
Sponsored by Cheyenne District 2 and Arapaho District
2. For more information call 405-422-7440 or 405-422-7480.
Graduation Dance for Aundrea & Angel Koshiway
Saturday, May 5, 2018 at the Concho Community Center
in Concho, Okla. Gourd dance begins at 3 p.m., supper at 6
p.m. with program to resume at 7:30 p.m.
Aundrea and Angel are the daughters of Joseph Koshiway
and Leonard Koshiway and the granddaughters of Louella
OldBear, Deswood Koshiway and Vicky Koshiway.
MC Virgil Franklin Jr., HS Mike Kehega, HMD Jerry Harjo, HLD Ida Hoffman, Host Redmoon Gourd Dancers, Honored Elders Opal & Patrick Spottedwolf and AD TBA.
For more information call 405-823-8745 or 405-426-2278.
Roy Bates Honor Dance
Saturday, May 5, 2018. Clinton, Okla. Community Hall
Gourd Dance starts at 3 p.m. Supper at 5 p.m. Dance to follow. MC Max Watan, HS Craig Hart, HMD Wilbur Bullcoming, HLD Anna Helen Spottedwolf, HLB Geary Smiles,
HLG Daralis Redshin Aguilar, Honored Elders Belva Hicks
and Joyce Martinez, Honored Veteran Lena Nells, AD Billy
Youngbird and Seth Littleman.
Comanche Little Ponies 50th annual Powwow
May 11-12, 2018 at the Comanche County Fairground,
920 S. Sheridan Rd., in Lawton, Okla. Free admission, open
to the public. Arts & crafts and food vendors welcomed. Contests in all categories. Please bring your own chairs. For more
information contact Lowell Nibbs at 580-583-5279 or by
email lowellnibbs@yahoo.com.

DidYouKnow?
The town of Watonga was named for
Arapaho Chief Waton-gha, whose name
means Black Coyote.
Watonga is located
within the former
Cheyenne-Arapaho
Reservation, which
opened for non-Indian
settlement
during a land run
on April 19, 1892.
Photo of Chief Black
Coyote (9571, Joseph
O. Hickox Collection,
OHS) #OKhistory

2018 Oklahoma State Handgame Tournament
9:30 a.m., May 26, 2018 at Concho Community Center in
Concho, Okla. Registration starts at 9:30 a.m. and ends at 12
p.m. Lunch served at noon. Teams must be 18 years or older. Entry fee-$250. First place $4,000+trophy, second place
$2,000+trophy and third place $1,000+trophy.
For more information contact Charlotte at 405-479-5971.
Oklahoma Indian Nation Princess Coronation
Dance
May 26, 2018 at the Darlington School. Supper at 5 p.m.
with gourd dance to follow.
Honoring the 2017 Outgoing Royalty, Senior Miss Morningstar Hoffman, Junior Miss Christiana Derenzo and Tiny
Tot Mahlea Warrior.
MC Alan Fletcher, HS Redstone Singers, HM Fred
Mosqueda, HL Sarah Orange, HB Bryce Longknife (10), HG
Annabella Ferrell (8) and AD James Reveles.

Tsistsistas & Hinonoei

Would like to wish our sister KC
Warledo a very happy birthday!
Love you and may God bless you
with many more birthdays to
come! Love always your family!

A memorial service for Patrick
Emhoolah II Nov. 15, 1977 – April
24, 2017, son of James and
Georgia Fletcher Emhoolah, will
be held Saturday, April 28, 2018
at 11 a.m. Wares Chapel west
of Anadarko, Okla. Devotional
leader will be Lonnie Emhoolah,
uncle of Patrick and lay speaker
Dusty Miller. Please come and
be in remembrance of our son,
your brother, your uncle and
your friend. Gone but never, ever,
forgotten.
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Happy Birthday Eileen
Renee (Pedro) Salcido
We love you daughter!
Mom and dad
April 8
Happy Belated 10th
Birthday to my sweet
granddaughter
Michaela Ferrell,
Cheyenne name, Anovao’o.
With much love and
happiness
Grandma Carol
Whiteskunk

OBITS

Malachi James Shawnee was born on March 28, 2018
in Weatherford, Okla., to James Shawnee and Crystal Hernandez. He passed away on March 28, 2018 in Weatherford, Okla. He was preceded in death by his grandparents,
Dean Fussell; great grandparents, Amelia Bates Shawnee
and Wilfred Shawnee, Henry and Thelma Brown, and
George Long, and sister, Sophia Fussell.
Survivors Include: his parents, James and Crystal
Shawnee of Geary, Okla., grandparents, Jewel Shawnee
of Geary, Okla., Steve Pratt of Geary, Okla., H.L. Brown
of Geary, Okla., Susan Long of Geary, Okla., great grandmother, Betty Long of Santan Valley, Ariz., siblings, Angel Martinez of Calif., Scarlet Venegas of Geary, Okla.,
Francisco Venegas, Jr. of Geary, Okla., James Enrico
Shawnee, Jr. of Geary, Okla., and Charlie Shawnee of
Geary, Okla., as well as many other relatives and friends.
Services were held April 3, 2018 at First Baptist
Church in Geary, Okla. Rev. Gerald Panana officiated.
Interment followed at Geary Cemetery.
Lester E. Straight Jr.
Feb. 19, 1948
April 1, 2018
An all-night wake service
was held April 3, 2018 at
Concho Community Center
in Concho, Okla.
Funeral services were
held April 4 at the same venue. Interment followed at
Concho Indian Cemetery.

Barbara
Littleraven-Beard was born on
March 6, 1945 in Bremerton, Wash., to Gilbert Beard
and Alberta Christine Miller.
She passed away on April 3,
2018 at her home in Oklahoma City at the age of 73.
Barbara was raised by Troy
and Alberta Littleraven. She
graduated from Hilltop High
School in Chula Vista, Calif.,
in 1963 and attended nursing
school in San Diego State
University in 1971-1972.
They moved to Washington
state in 1977 and moved to
Oklahoma in 1987. Barbara enjoyed sewing, making
shawls, traveling, meeting
new people, she loved to
read all the time, had boxes
and boxes of books. She enjoyed studying her Arapaho
language, studying the history of her tribe, and experimenting with natural medicines. Barbara also enjoyed
casino hopping, visiting area
casinos, and loved playing
games. She was a member of
the Native American Church

and also attended the Indian Baptist Church with her
mother, Alberta.
She was preceded in
death by her parents, Troy
and Alberta Littleraven, siblings, Bonita Littleraven,
David Littleraven, and Kris
Littleraven, son, Robert
“Bobby” Garrett, grandchild,
JeanAnne Gouge, and biological father, Gilbert Beard,
and brother Jake Beard.
Barbara is survived by
her children, Tracy Alan
Hornsby of Geary, Okla.,
Dana Lynn Gabriel of Oklahoma City, Bonnie Shaikh
of Geary, Okla., and Amy
Kristine Pineda of Geary,
Okla., 17 grandchildren,
18 great grandchildren, her
siblings, Kay Mackety,
Janis
Littleraven,
Troy
Littleraven, Lyle Littleraven,
Dennis Littleraven, and Rory
Littleraven, as well as many
other relatives and friends.
A viewing was held at
Turner Funeral Home, 9
AM- 7 PM, Thursday, Geary,
Okla. Wake services were
held at the C&A Community
Building on April 5, 2018 in
Geary, Okla. Graveside services were held at Concho
Cemetery on April 6, 2018
in Concho, Okla. Officiating
was Rev. Waylon Upchego and Rev. George Akeen.
Burial was held at Concho
Cemetery, Concho, Okla.

Happy Birthday sister
Eileen Renee
We love you,
Miranda, Destiny,
Francesca, D’Shawn,
Dezmond and Natalie
Happy Birthday auntie
Eileen Renee
We love you,
Simphony and Junoir
Memories
I love the cold gray days and the warm clear nights. For
that’s when I remember best a kind old woman and a huge
old man.
I remember them best then because those were the days I
loved best in my young life.
They were the people that made my life rich and full and
content, if only for a short time.
Still that short time gave me such fond memories that will
last me the rest of my time on this earth.
And when I think of them I will have strength, courage and
deep warm love. Even though they have long since gone, on
my favorite days I can still have them with me.
Then I remember best what was best for me long ago. Yes,
my brother, I hope that each of you have good memories
to help you through the bad times and maybe just to think
about on your favorite days like I often do. For what would
life be without the memories, the old memories, the good
memories. I for one do not wish to know, not now, not ever.
Donovan 82’
John R. Ramirez
May 31, 2018
April 2, 2018
Funeral services were
held April 6, 2018 at Walker
Funeral Chapel in Shawnee,
Okla.

Hollis Lee
July 7, 1956
March 31, 2018
Wake services were held
April 4, 2018 at Weatherford
Indian Baptist Church.
Funeral services were
held April 5 at Weatherford
Indian Baptist Church. Interment followed at Canton
City Cemetery.

Anthony Wayne Birdshead, Sr., 54, of Geary,
Okla., formerly of Canton,
departed this life early Tuesday morning, April 3, 2018
at Oklahoma City. Anthony
was born on March 10, 1964
in Clinton, Okla. to Lawrence and Wanda Lee (Walker) Birdshead.
Anthony grew up in the
Canton area and graduated
from Canton High School
with the class of 1983. He
also studied heat and air at
Autry Vo-Tech in Enid. Anthony married Patricia LaNell
Newbreast on November 21,
1988 at Carson City, Nev. He
enjoyed spending time with
his family, teaching his boys
how to work hard and be individuals, taking his boys to
the shooting range, fishing at
Canton Lake and attending
sweat lodges.
Anthony was preceded in
death by his mother, Wanda
Lee Birdshead in 2016. He is

Eldon Dean Beard
Jan. 4, 1975
April 4, 2018
Wake services were held
April 11, 2018 at Lehman
Funeral Chapel in Wellston,
Okla.
Funeral services were
held April 12, 2018 at the
same venue. Interment followed at Luther Cemetery.
survived by his loving wife,
Patricia Birdshead of the
home in Geary, Okla; father
Lawrence Birdshead of Canton, Okla; five sons, Jess Ray
Birdshead and wife Amanda
of Tulsa, Okla, Joshua Lee
Birdshead and wife Lucia
of Lawton, Okla, Anthony
Wayne Birdshead, Jr. and
wife Marie, John Ryan Birdshead and Jeremy Layne
Birdshead, all of Tulsa, Okla;
three sisters, Moosey Goljenboom and husband John
of Putnam, Okla, Sharon
Birdshead and Mark Hafner
of Shawnee, Okla., and Susan Cummings; two brothers, Kenny Birdshead of
Seattle, Wash., and Doug Urban; grandchildren Jeremy,
Lilly, Naveah, Ambre, Alta,
Dalton, Arrow, Rachelle,
Jason, Jordan, Bruce Wayne
and Joslynn Paige; numerous
nieces, nephews, aunties, uncles, cousins and friends.
A wake service was held
April 6, 2018 at the Canton
Native American Gymnasium. Funeral services were
held April 7 at the same venue with Chester Whiteman,
Robert Littlebird and Henry
Littlebird officiating. Interment followed at Canton
Reinterment (Chief’s) Cemetery near Canton Lake.
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Ethan Whiteman competed in the National History Day regional competition
on March 15th at Gordon Cooper Technology Center. He placed third in the
individual exhibit category. His topic, Battle of the Washita, was selected by
a panel of judges to move on to the NHD state competition at the Oklahoma
History Center on May 2, 2018 . Ethan is a direct descendant of Stacy Riggs,
who was at the Washita during General Custer’s raid on the peaceful
Cheyenne camp.
He is an eighth grader at Grove School. Last year Ethan was selected to serve
as a delegate for his community and travel to Nikaho, Japan in July 2017. He
is a member of National Junior Honor Society, Shawnee Sister Cities Council,
and LEOs, the youth organization of Lions Club.
Ethan is the son of Funston and Alicia Whiteman. His Cheyenne name is
Little Rock, whom is also a direct descendant of the White Man family. He is
the older brother of Ella and Esme. His paternal grandparents are Nathaniel
‘Sanskie’ and Patricia Whiteman of Seiling, OK. His maternal grandparents
are Woody and Adrienne (Riggs) Kinney of Shawnee, Okla.

We are so proud to share the kid’s competition at the
Oklahoma State Judo Championship.
Louis Longan, 16, is the state champion in his division.
Victoria, 15, and Jaiden, 13, Longan are both state
runner-ups. Sarena, 14, competing in her first year, and
Mario, 13, are both 3rd place finishers at the state level. We
are so proud of the training time and perseverance it takes
to compete and win. #Longankidswinning
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JOB OPPORTUNITIES

Employment: Submit a tribal application, resume, diploma(s), transcripts, valid copy of Oklahoma state driver’s license
and a copy of CDIB (if applidable) to Personnel Department, PO Box 38, Concho, OK 73022 or email atisdale@c-a-tribes.org.
Foster Care Worker
Executive Director
Outreach Worker
Transit Drive II – FT
Social Services
Social Services
Office of Veterans
Tribal Transit Program
Closing: Until Filled
Closing: Until Filled
Affairs
Closing: Until Filled
Qualifications:
Closing: Until Filled
Qualifications:
Qualifications:
Prefer bachelor’s degree
Completion of master’s
Qualifications:
Must possess CPR and
in
social
work
or
related
field
degree in social work and
High school diploma, mil- First Aid Certification or
or
an
equivalent
combination
demonstrated basic profesitary background and must be willing to attend varisional competence in the of education and experience. have computer skills. Prefer
ous training programs to
techniques, methods, theory Requires one year of expe- associate’s degree from acobtain certification. Must
rience
in
professional
relatand practice of social work.
credited college or universi- pass pre-employment drug
ed
experience.
Knowledge
Must possess a working
ty, Cheyenne-Arapaho pref- screening process and be
knowledge and understand- and an understanding of the erence, veteran’s preference
subject to random drug testing gained through graduate Indian Child Welfare Act of with Honorable Discharge.
ing. Should be able to lift, at
1978.
Ability
to
work
flexiand study and supervised
Knowledge of U.S. Military a minimum, 50 lbs. with no
ble
hours
and
willing
to
work
work of case work, group
branches, histories and idi- physical barriers from doing
work and/or community other than normal working oms and must possess a valid
so. Must possess the ability
organization practice and hours including weekends, Oklahoma driver’s license.
to communicate effectively
holidays
and
after
5
p.m.
the skill to apply these facSALARY: Negotiable
to patrons and superiors any
Must
have
basic
knowledge
tors to department clientele.
findings, incidents, activities
Construction Worker I
of
early
childhood
educaKnowldge of various laws
Dept. of Housing
and daily responsibilities.
tion
and
child
welfare
caserelated to the administration
Closing: Until Filled
Must possess a high school
work,
recognize
child
abuse
of the department programs
diploma and possible comand
neglect
indicators.
PosQualifications:
including but not limited to
pletion of a commercial drivsess
communication
skills,
Must
have
demonstrated
the Indian Child Welfare Act,
ing raining program and/or
written
and
oral,
to
relate
to
construction
and
landscaping
HIPPA, recommendations
defensive driving program.
Indian
and
non-Indian
comwork
experience.
Must
be
for actions that can have sigMust have an accept able
munities,
other
agencies
and
able
to
write
reports
and
cornificance on clients. Ability
driving record and if selected
the
general
public.
Ability
respondence
as
needed.
Must
to prioritize, manage and
for the position, must proto
maintain
a
high
level
of
be
able
to
lift
a
minimum
of
complete multiple tasks and
vide a current Motor Vehicle
confidentiality
on
all
client
75
lbs
and
be
physically
fit
responsibilities wherein time
Report (MVR) from the Sate
matters
and
other
matters
to
withstand
manual
labor.
management and delegation
Department of Public Safety.
protected
by
the
Privacy
Act
Must
possess
a
High
School
skills must be solid. KnowlSALARY: Negotiable
as
well
as
other
confidentiDiploma
or
GED.
Must
be
edge of tribal and communiality
regulations
OSBI
and
willing
to
submit
to
a
backty resources in order to refer
Project Inspector II
Dept. of Housing
clients to most appropriate criminal background check ground check. Must possess
Closing: Until Filled
source of assistance. Pos- required and be adjudicated valid oklahoma Driver’s Lisess communication skills, appropriately. Must possess cense and be insurable. Must Qualifications:
written and oral, to relate to a current Oklahoma Driver’s be able to pass a pre-hire
Minimum of three (3)
Indian and non-Indian com- License to operate a govern- drug screening.
years of experience in inSALARY: Negotiable
munities, other agencies and ment owned vehicle. Prefer
spection and/or housing
knowledge
of
Cheyenne
and
Family Violence
the general public. Ability to
construction work. Ability
Advocate
maintain a high level of con- Arapaho/ Native American
to read and interpret floor
Social Services
fidential on all client matters cultures and values. Ability
plans, blueprint and speciClosing: Until Filled
and other matters protected to work with difficult clienfications in order to deterby the Privacy Act as well tele. Must complete OKDHS Qualifications:
mine appropriate location for
as other confidentiality reg- Criminal History Review.
Bachelor’s degree in so- building construction. Must
ulations. OSBI and criminal Must complete Supplemen- cial work or human services be familiar with federal and
background check required tal Application.
with experience is preferred. tribal procurement practices.
SALARY: Negotiable
and be adjudicated appropriKnowledge and an under- must have the ability to work
Adult Education
ately. Must possess a current
standing of mental health independently with miniCounselor
Oklahoma driver’s license to
counseling, family therapy, mum supervision. FamilClosing Until Filled
operate a government owned
social work or related field. iarize with the Freedom of
vehicle. Prefer knowledge of Qualifications:
Ability to work flexible Information Act & Privacy
Cheyenne and Arapaho/NaBachelor’s degree in ed- hours and be willing to work Act. Must have a good worktive American cultures and ucation or related field pre- other than normal working ing knowledge of plans and
values. Ability to work with ferred or an equivalent of hours including weekends specifications. Must be fadifficult clientele with vari- combination of education and holidays. Must maintain miliar with contract requireous social problems and/or and experience, substituting a high level of confidentiality ments. Ability to excercise
needs.
one year of experience in on all client matters and other sound judgment and arrive
SALARY: Negotiable
teaching for each year of the matters protected by the Pri- at valid conclusions. Must
required education. Ability vacy Act. OSBI and criminal be well organized in record
Maintenance Workers
to pass OSBI background background checks required. keeping. Must have the abilOperations &
check. Must be able to Must possess a current Okla- ity to convey expectations
Maintenance
work flexible hours includ- homa driver’s license. Prefer of the Department of HousClosing: April 18, 2018
ing weekends and holidays. knowledge of Cheyenne and ing to contractor personnel.
Qualifications:
Must possess a valid Oklaho- Arapaho/Native American Ability to work well with
High school diploma
ma driver’s license and have cultures and values. Ability people. Must be able to work
or G.E.D. certification rea clean driving record for to work with difficult clien- in a busy work environment.
quired. One year’s expeinsurance purposes. Chey- tele. Must complete OKDHS Ability to work extended
rience in maintenance or
Criminal History Review hours at certain key times of
enne-Arapaho preference.
construction work desired.
and Supplemental Action.
SALARY: Negotiable
the year. Must have a valid
Must know methods, maSALARY: Negotiable
Oklahoma Driver’s License
Grounds Maintenance
terials and equipment used
and be insurable. must be
1 FT/2 Temp Positions
in maintenance work. Must
able to pass a pre-hire drug
Operations &
have safe work habits and be
screening. Native American
Maintenance
physically fit with the ability
preference.
Closing April 18, 2018
to lift up to 100 lbs. Must be
SALARY: Negotiable
able to work independently. Qualifications:
Must pass drug and alcohol
High school diploma
testing.
required or G.E.D. certiSALARY: Negotiable
fication. Must have valid
Oklahoma driver’s license.
PUBLIC NOTICE
Experience in related field
The Cheyenne and
and must pass pre-hire drug
Arapaho Tribes Economic
testing. Cheyenne-Arapaho
Development Program is
preference.
double-locking storage
SALARY: Negotiable
units that have not been
Don’t miss your copy of
th
paid on April 15 .
the
Tribal Tribune.
Any questions, please
Send
address changes to
contact Economic DevelTribal
Tribune,
PO Box 38,
opment at 405-422-7437.
Dear Editor:
Concho, Okla. 73022
As I am writing this I think about the first step that I took

to ‘change’ as a native in this graduating class, and the only
native. I had to show my other native brothers that it was
okay to seek help. First I would like to thank the following
for saying, “It takes courage not to be discouraged.”
Lt. Governor Donna Lynne, Executive Director Rick
Raemisch, Colorado State Represenative Pete Lee, Warden
Scott Dauffenbach, Jerry Gasko and Chaplain Dan Matsche.
My group leaders in this program, with their deep insight
in and outside the classroom showed me that true brothers
exist, big Dave Coleman, Daniel Woodruff and my little
brothers Andrew Montano and Manuel Martinez.
When I first walked into this 7 Habits class of highly
effect people, I thought, “What did I get myself into?”
But at the end of the class, I didn’t want it to come to an
end. Once we stop seeing things only with our eyes and start
seeing with our hearts is when we will see a lot further. One
must think free to be free.
If these government representatives and prison officials
can have trust in all these men, then why can’t we trust
ourselves? We are not looking for a second chance, but for a
fair chance. “It is easier to build strong children, than repair
broken men.”
John R. Yellow Boy, Canon City, Colo.
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Emily Bellymule, El Reno High School

Interview/Photo by Latoya Lonelodge

Born in Oklahoma City
and raised in El Reno, Okla.,
Emily Bellymule, 18, has an
affectionate and charming
aura that can be felt through
each one of her words. When
the topic of basketball comes
up, she’s sure to tell you of
her many experiences on the
court.
Standing at 5’6, Emily
is a shooting guard for the
El Reno varsity basketball
team.
When did you first begin
playing and how?
My sisters are five years
older than me and they always played basketball when
I was little and I would always travel with them so
looking up to them was
something I always wanted to do because I always
watched them do it and I was
in 2nd grade when I started
playing basketball.
What is it about the sport
that you love the best?
The intensity, the will to
do it, the want to do it and
the motivation.
What has been your biggest accomplishment in the
sport so far?
Being able to make it to
state two years in a row because it hasn’t been done
since 2008 and just being
able to prove people wrong
because no one ever believed
in the girl’s team. Just being
able to stay focused with everything else going on.

What is your biggest accomplishment in the classroom so far?
Just to stay focused and
staying on top of it whenever,
I’m always at basketball, I’m
always at work, not being
able to do your homework
as much as regular students
are, they have all night but
student athletes don’t have
all that time. So being able to
stay on top of it.
What is your GPA (if
known)?
3.6
What goals have you
set for yourself in sports,
school?
Just to be the best I can
in sports and give my all to
my coaches and teammates
because they deserve it. For
school, just to graduate.
What actions are you taking to reach these goals?
Keeping my head where
it needs to be, not being
pressured by outside things
and not partying or hanging
out with my friends like you
have to stay on top of school
and sports, you can’t focus
on outside things.
What has been the most
exciting game you have
played in?
The Piedmont game for
mini regionals, we went in
overtime and it was just really hyped.
What is the best advice
you have ever been given and
who gave you that advice?

Just to be yourself and
don’t hold back in life, just
do the best you can. My
mom told me that.
Do you have a saying or
motto that you live your life
by?
Trust in the process because it’s always been hard
for me to like just keep pushing and just keep pushing,
you have to trust in it.
Who or what inspires you
the most?
My mom, she’s always
there for me, she’s always
traveled with me in basketball and everything I do, she
takes her time off work, she
puts in more time with me
than anything. She’s always
been my biggest supporter.
What does your routine
workout consist of to stay fit
for your sport? How often?
I run a lot, especially in
the summer whenever basketballs not as much going
on, I just try to run a lot. I
workout everyday.
What are one or two
things in your training, that
you feel are keys to you being
successful in your sport?
You just have to stay focused.
What is your favorite
meal before or after a game?
Spaghetti
Who has had the biggest
impact on your life?
My mom
What are some of your
hobbies (what do you like to

do when not playing sports)?
I work and hang out with
family.
What kinds of music do
you enjoy listening to?
Country and R&B
What is one thing about
you that no one else knows?
Everyone pretty much
knows everything about me,
most of my friends already
know something about me.
Were you ever bullied in
school? What steps do you
feel should be taken to protect those being bullied in
schools today?
Yeah, when I was little in
middle school maybe but it
was never that bad. I think
that you need to take a stand
and the administration, they
can’t just shove it off and
act like nothing happened or
just try to talk them. Talking
isn’t going to do anything,
you have to actually make a
stand.
How do you combat drug
& alcohol use by peer pres-

sure?
Well I don’t surround
myself with people that actually do all that stuff because I play sports and you
can’t really surround yourself with that because even
if you’re not doing it, if they
get caught and you’re with
them you’re still going to
get in trouble for the same
things. You can’t surround
yourself with it and even if
you do, you have to be mentally strong and just be able
to say no.
If you could change one
thing in the world, what
would it be?
I would change all the diseases and the sickness.
What would be a dream
come true for you in your
life?
Being able to give my
mom back everything that
she deserves.
Who is your favorite athlete of all time?
Russell Westbrook

Which team is your favorite team?
Oklahoma City Thunder
What are your immediate
plans after graduating high
school?
Going to Southwestern
State University and getting
my nursing license.
What would be your advice to younger kids coming
up behind you?
Don’t take it for granted
because your four years in
high school goes by fast and
you have to stay focused,
don’t put yourself in the
wrong positions. Don’t surround yourself with people
that aren’t going to support
you in everything you do and
push you to reach your goals.
You have to stay focused.
Emily’s parents are Tamie
Bellymule and Charlie Bellymule. Her grandparents
are Laverne Muir and Ed
Muir. She has three siblings,
Allora Bellymule, 22, Sierra
Bellymule, 22 and Brentley
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